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As the social interest in medical care has increased and the awareness and autonomy of patients have increased, the impor-
tance of communication skills with patients has been increasingly emphasized in providing high quality medical services.
In medical education, such education has become an important area in medical school and lifelong medical education, with
studies showing that communication skills can be improved through education and training, and that this learned communi-
cation skills can be maintained after becoming a doctor.

The importance of communication education and research for dental college students is growing as practical examination
on communication skills will also be introduced in dental license tests from 2021. Therefore, we aimed to find out the edu-
cational goals and educational methods of United States in which these studies are conducted and applied before our country,
and compare them with Korean's current educational goals and methods, so that we can explore the desirable direction of
education for dental college students in the future.
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Fig 1. This is a diagram based on the number of times that communication classes are opened during the entire cur—
riculum. 18 % of schools without classes, 55 % of schools with one curriculum, and 27 % of schools with two

or more classes separated by periods.
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Fig 2. It is a scheme of how to teach communicating skills among 11 dental schools in Korea. The traditional lecture
is 46 %, 18 % of the schools have group discussions with lectures, and 18 % have followed the role—play and
standardized patients.
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